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â€œRICE WRITES WITH HER USUAL EROTIC AND HISTORICALLY EVOCATIVE

FLAIR.â€•â€“PeopleOnce a proud Senator in Imperial Rome, Marius is kidnapped and forced into

that dark realm of blood, where he is made a protector of the Queen and King of the vampiresâ€“in

whom the core of the supernatural race resides. Through his eyes we see the fall of pagan Rome to

the Emperor Constantine, the horrific sack of the Eternal City at the hands of the Visigoths, and the

vile aftermath of the Black Death. Ultimately restored by the beauty of the Renaissance, Marius

becomes a painter, living dangerously yet happily among mortals, and giving his heart to the great

master Botticelli, to the bewitching courtesan Bianca, and to the mysterious young apprentice

Armand. But it is in the present day, deep in the jungle, when Marius will meet his fate seeking

justice from the oldest vampires in the world. . . .
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Bruce P. Grether here, though my partner Tom's name appears on the account.Every time I read

one of Anne Rice's books I am seduced and I am pulled through irresistibly...Not long ago I

re-entered the VAMPIRE CHRONICLES via PANDORA, with its 2000-year first-person perspective

on the world of Anne Rice's beloved characters. Pandora has a bittersweet relationship with the

half-Keltoi, half Roman Marius.Despite her inability to live with Marius, it was to his story BLOOD

AND GOLD that Pandora brought me, as if by the hand. "His version of things is in its own way as

comprehensive as Lestat's," I could almost hear her telling me. In first-person terms, it is even more

so because Marius is far older. In Lestat's own accounts it is also Marius who provides much of the



older history. Marius tells his own tale including how he first encountered They Who Must Be Kept

so long ago and spent many centuries protecting those parents and originals of all vampires in

Anne's mythos.I've so much enjoyed my reunion with Marius, whose account of his own existence

forms a kind of common spine of all the CHRONICLES, much as Lestat's do--and yet in this case

from Marius's own fantastic perspective.One remarkable thing about Marius story is his brilliant

account of the Renaissance, when he lived in Venice as a painter and discovered

Amadeo--someone we know later as Armand--whom he liberates from enslavement, where he

would have been sold to a brothel. Let me not provide too many SPOILERS to the delicious

intricacies of the plot for the uninitiated... however I especially enjoy how the vampiric Marius clearly

delights in providing the beautiful red-haired youth Amadeo with erotic pleasures in his own ways. I

am moved and touched all over again as Marius bestows the Dark Gift upon Amadeo to save his

life. Their involvement with the lovely Bianca is also likewise delicious and totally plausible, and

something of a triad.Towards the end of the novel, Marius himself became a bit long-winded and

repetitive, even fussy, for which I would blame Marius de Romanus himself, not Anne! She writes

when a story "comes to me like a swarm of bees surrounding my head," she says, and I've also

heard her say that at one point she had not intended to write another, but Lestat began to whisper in

her ear. Like any great storyteller, her imagination is so strong that the characters come alive, and

even take on a life and a distinct voice of their own!I'm always astounded at the sensory details

Anne invokes, the richness of settings and atmosphere and the depth of interaction among the

characters, the total immersion in place, times, characters that this she achieves every time!Now

that I've finished this remarkable journey again, Marius directs to his fledgling Amadeo, AKA

Armand. I also recall that for me, THE VAMPIRE ARMAND was the most erotic of these novels, as

it became even more clear that though Marius did not make love to Armand as a mortal would, he

definitely pleasured the young man! Plus I recall that Armand provides his own rich and unique

perspectives on everything in these realms.Oh, what a cunning web Ms. Rice weaves!Onward...

I know when a book by Anne Rice is good or not. If it is good, I am not able to stop reading her

book. If it isn't like "Merrick" was, then I will stop reading it altogether. "Blood and Gold" was an

irresistable read for me. I thoroughly enjoyed every single page in this new installment of the

Vampire Chronicles. I was so disappinted in "Merrick" I didn't even bother finish reading it because

the storyline was not very compelling for me to read. To see that Anne Rice picked up where she

left off with Armand's story with Marius' story I did not hesitate to pick up "Blood and Gold".Most

Anne Rice fans would know that we were given a brief glimpse of Marius' life in "The Vampire



Lestat", the second book in the Vampire Chronicles series. "Blood and Gold" delves further into

Marius' past which delighted me since he is one of my favorite characters. The reader is introduced

to other vampires other than Mael, Pandora and Armand, like Bianca, Euxodia, and Avicus. "Blood

and Glory" shows the anguish that Marius went through with his separation from Pandora. I didn't

know that in "The Vampire Lestat" or "Queen of the Damned". In fact he was downright obsessive

when he was finally reunited with his beloved Pandora.Unlike in the stories about Pandora and

Armand, Marius wasn't talking to David Talbot, the former Talamasca leader which was interesting.

Instead the reader is introduced to a new character by the name of Thorne who was just as old as

Maharet and Mekare, the twin sisters from "Queen of the Damned". Thorne wakes up from his sleep

in an icey cave and winds up in a tavern talking to Marius, and eventually moving to Marius' house

where Marius tells Thorne his life story.I really enjoyed "Blood and Gold". I rank it as one of my all

time favorite books in the Vampire Chronicles. After being disappointed with "Merrick" and

somewhat bored (still entertained) with "The Vampire Armand", "Blood and Gold" rekindered my

fascination with Anne Rice's popular vampire series. I couldn't put this book down when I first read

it.

Blood And Gold is the story of Marius, one of the oldest vampires in the Anne Rice mythology. He's

been around since the early days of Rome and he was the creator of the vampires Pandora,

Armand and Bianca. He was also the keeper of Enkil and Akasha, the King and Queen of

Vampires.Now, his very interesting story - which spands hundred of centuries - finds it's way to the

page. I was very excited to get this book. After all, I wanted to read Marius's story in its entirety for

so long! But the problem with the book is that we've seen most of this before. Marius has been a

prominent character in many of Rice's books; from The Vampire Lestat to The Queen Of The

Damned to Pandora to The Vampire Armand... Rice has already told us a lot about Marius in those

novels. We already knew half of his story.So we end up with Blood And Gold, a book which is half

new and half repetition. Everything that happened in The Vampire Armand is retold through these

pages. The book isn't very original.And yet, Rice finds a way to enthrall the readers. Her poetic style

of writing is as griping as ever and her tormented Marius is her most complex and interesting

vampire after the beloved Lestat. The book does offer the reader many new exciting moments (such

as Marius's encounter with Mael and the making of a young female vampire, as well as the

destruction of an all-powerful female vampire). So overall, the book is very interesting and very

entertaining. It's just too bad that it leaves you with this sense of deja vu.
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